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A shining red and yellow cab, twice the size of it London brother, sped me along immensely wide hig] over mammoth bridges. Somebody said that Ar racially, is an advance copy of what the whole wor be one day. A negro put my baggage in the cab. M driver said he was Italian. Both seemed so indep that I was surprised when they did what I asked tl do. So, in the first few minutes I had experience of the chief characteristics of the United States — the n of races which has already produced ONE race a sturdy independence of the average citizen.
Sometimes,  we Europeans think,  the American this attitude too far.   One can enter a palatial hote; has everything from a doctor's and a dentist's surgi a princely ballroom and meet with nothing but n at the reception desk.   A Czech barber, who, while my hair, gave me a lecture on how to assert mysell United States, pointed to a boy who had just ente shop and was having his shoes cleaned.   He was sp arrogantly in the chair, one leg over the arm, chewii and reading a comic paper.   A large negro was grove his knees cleaning the boy's shoes.   I told the barber a British public school a boy who behaved like tha probably be beaten for bad manners, adding that I slavery had been abolished.
My taxi-driver not only proved much more ai than I supposed he would; he was positively answered all questions and solved coinage difficu found they were nearly all like that, but their ig of England was abysmal. They did not even kn we still had rationing. Unlike the taciturn London the New York taxi-man is conversational and •v unexpected bits of news at you, sometimes int with philosophy. " So-and-so's dead. Reckon tl: one thing he couldn't dodge." (I have not the fain who so-and-so is, but grunt sympathetic agreement. you're English, aren't you ? The Empire's craa isn't it ? " I register faint dissent. And so on.
Another surprise was the large percentage of j the streets who obviously have some dark blood bigness of everything. But everything is bigger—faster—madder. I had moved overnight from Liliput to Brobdingnag, from a quiet country town to a Babylonian fun-fair, from cool rooms to over-e was irrepressible, found the strain of " non-fratting " in theirTheon-smoker,tone Hoor thirty feet below, afterwards dying in hospital from his injuries. He thus emulated Goering and cheated allied justice.shed in 1945, to which I have also referred.  On the other hand
